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What is PDF Software?

PDF software is software designed to create and interact with PDFs. PDF software are platforms with the necessary tools to read, create, change, edit and customize PDF files.
Compare the best PDF software currently available using the table below.
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Pdftools


PDF Tools







Whether you have thousands of documents or millions, Pdftools has the products and services to help make processing a breeze.
Designed for document-heavy industries, Pdftools’ suite of SDKs and APIs are here to make your document workflows easier, faster, and stress-free. Built on SDKs and APIs, the Pdftools products integrate seamlessly into your existing (or new) systems and applications. Process thousands of documents every minute. Our tools are precision-engineered to be efficient and run at blazing speeds. We’re engineers at heart, so we’re only satisfied with the most reliable, orderly, and usable, and well-documented platforms. Shrink file sizes down, but keep the quality and interactivity. Your documents will always be compliant for long-term archiving. We’ve obsessed over every detail in our products, and documented everything so it’s easy to get started.






























6 Ratings



Starting Price:
$0/month/user




View Software



Visit Website
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Apryse PDF SDK


Apryse







Apryse, previously known as PDFTron, takes document solutions to the next level, making work better and life simpler.
Bring PDF viewing, annotating, editing, creation, and generation to any web, mobile, desktop or server framework or application. As a global leader in document processing technology, Apryse gives developers, enterprise customers and small businesses the tools they need to reach their document goals faster and easier.
Our product portfolio includes Apryse SDK, Fluent, iText and XODO. Apryse technology works with all major platforms and a wide variety of unique file types.






























71 Ratings



View Software



Visit Website
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PSPDFKit SDK


PSPDFKit







   







PSPDFKit is the comprehensive solution for all your PDF needs, offering tools that effortlessly integrate and operate PDF functionality across any platform.
1. SDK PRODUCTS
Integrate robust PDF functionality into iOS, Android, Windows, web (JavaScript), or any cross-platform technology, providing capabilities such as PDF viewing, markup, collaboration, and more.
2. LIBRARIES
Utilize our potent .NET and Java libraries to boost your backend applications with batch processing of redactions and PDF forms, OCR’d scanned text, and editing of PDF documents, directly from your application server.
3. PROCESSOR
Our dynamic PDF microservice, Processor, enables swift generation of PDFs from HTML, including HTML forms, along with Office-to-PDF conversions, OCR, redaction, and XFDF merging and exporting.
4. PDF API
Use hosted PDF API to generate, convert, and modify PDF documents in your workflows. We manage the development and server administration, letting you focus on what you do best


































47 Ratings




View Software



Visit Website
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Adobe PDF Library SDK


Datalogics Inc.







Shorten development times & get to market faster with Adobe PDF Library.
Global OEMs, SaaS and enterprise end-users rely on Adobe PDF Library to automate the creation, editing and management of PDFs. An Adobe partner, our SDK uses the same source code as Acrobat for stability, reliability and quality results.
Adobe PDF Library gives developers flexible programming language and platform options, and is currently available in .NET, .NET Framework, Java and C/C++ on Windows, Linux, MacOS, as well as via NuGet and Maven.
Our extensive documentation includes getting started guides, API references, and hundreds of sample code examples on GitHub to help developers precisely create and define PDF workflow solutions.
Pricing for Adobe PDF Library is based on your business model & software usage.
Free trial includes access to our PDF technology experts who can help with proof of concept as well as extend your free trial license if needed. Download and get started today!


































35 Ratings



View Software



Visit Website
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PDF Extra


MobiSystems







   







PDF Extra is a fast & friendly PDF suite tailored for the modern-day user. With an Office-style user interface and all essential PDF features built right in, this app might just be the cost-efficient Adobe Acrobat Pro replacement you’ve been looking for.
FEATURES OVERVIEW:
PDF viewer and reader: switch between page view modes or try “Read Mode” for ultimate focus
Create and edit PDFs: modify texts and images like in Word or create a blank PDF
Convert to Office formats: turn PDFs into Word, Excel, PowerPoint, and images
Leverage OCR: transform scanned files into searchable PDFs in a click
Organize PDFs: combine, split, reorder, and compress documents with ease
Markup and comment: highlight and strikethrough texts, add bookmarks and comments, insert stamps and shapes, and more
Fill & sign PDFs: do your office work anywhere, no ink required
Secure your work: add passwords, 256-bit encryption, and digital certificates
Offline mode: work without web access


































1,929 Ratings



Starting Price:
$49.99




View Software



Visit Website
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SODA PDF


LULU Software







   







Soda PDF is the software solution that helps your business quickly achieve any document goal with ease. Edit, create, convert, merge, split, sign, or secure PDFs to your needs. Modify documents using the best PDF editor and PDF converter. Our easy-to-use PDF tools are made to streamline any document workflow with efficient results. With the fastest Microsoft Office to PDF converter on the market, our Batch tool helps you create or convert multiple PDFs at once, along with the ability to add page numbers, watermarks, Bates numbering & secure permissions to multiple files or folders in seconds. Keep a safe distance between people and paper by signing, managing & tracking electronic signatures remotely using our efficient E-Sign feature. Save time & avoid retyping with OCR Edit to quickly search, recognize & modify text contained within any scanned document or image file. Access Soda PDF’s entire suite of tools & services directly from your desktop, or from any device with a web browser.


































356 Ratings




View Software



Visit Website









	
7











SwifDoo PDF


SwifDoo Software







SwifDoo PDF is a comprehensive, all-in-one PDF tool that offers features that most users often require. This free software comes with a user-friendly interface where most of its main features layout and can be easily recognized and accessed on the main screen of the program.
SwifDoo PDF - the most functional PDF editor that can be successfully used by novice users and experienced professionals. Beginners will enjoy the simplicity and certain intuitiveness of the interface, as well as the ability to edit PDF files without much effort.
SwifDoo PDF has a number of special features for scanning copy convert. Besides many convert features.
PDF Reader
PDF Annotation (Including Stamp)
Picture/image Extraction (only need copy and paste from PDF)
PDF Edit
PDF Compress
PDF Merge
PDF Split
PDF Signature
System Requirements:
Windows 10/7/8/vista/XP
Edition: SwifDoo PDF 2.0.0.6


































32 Ratings



Starting Price:
$0



View Software



Visit Website
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PDFCreator


pdfforge







   







PDFCreator converts every printable document to PDF and many other formats. Convert your documents to PDF, JPG, PNG, TIF and more. Merge multiple documents to one file. Use automatic saving to have a fully automated PDF printer. Profiles make frequently used settings available with one click. We take care of the complexity and make converting PDFs simple for you.
PDFCreator is used in many companies worldwide, including leading industries like banks and financial service providers, insurances and the healthcare sector. Alongside our free edition PDFCreator Free we offer three paid business editions. They include solutions for all IT infrastructures. PDFCreator Professional is used on standalone workstations. PDFCreator Terminal Server is for the use on Windows Servers with installed Remote Desktop Services and on Citrix Servers. PDFCreator Server works as Windows service application and allows central management of settings and users.


































485 Ratings



Starting Price:
$0




View Software



Visit Website
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RAD PDF


Red Software







Add a fully functional PDF editor to your ASP.NET website in minutes!
Compatible with 99% of desktop & mobile browsers, from Internet Explorer 6 through the latest iOS Safari release, RAD PDF simply works. No plugins or other software needed.
RAD PDF natively supports the most commonly used PDF features. Beyond a PDF reader, RAD PDF equips web applications with a browser-based PDF editor & PDF annotator. Features not even available in Adobe Acrobat Reader can be used to provide advanced PDF functionality. By enabling PDF form filling, PDF redaction, & PDF signing directly in the web browser, RAD PDF users can utilize PDF features without worrying about having the right platform or software installed! Allow your app to design new PDF forms, protect content, sign PDFs, & more using an intuitive graphical user interface (GUI).
Client (JavaScript) and server APIs allow for endless possibilities
.NET Core, Framework, & .NET 5+ supported
Try editing any PDF with RAD PDF, FREE!






























2 Ratings



Starting Price:
$299 per developer




View Software



Visit Website
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Jotform


Jotform







Trusted by more than 18 million users worldwide, Jotform is an all-in-one platform that offers powerful tools for effortless data collection and management, including its popular drag-and-drop Form Builder. Create digital forms and surveys for your business without any coding to collect leads, contact information, files, appointments, payments, e-signatures, and whatever else you need. Build your own form from scratch, or customize 10,000+ ready-made templates for contact forms, order forms, feedback surveys, registration forms, and much more. Go beyond the basics with advanced features like conditional logic, autoresponder emails, and 100+ integrations with popular apps. Make the most of your data by turning responses into personalized PDFs with Jotform PDF Editor, visual reports with Jotform Report Builder, or tasks in an automated approval flow with Jotform Approvals. Create an online store with Jotform Store Builder — no coding required.


































5,107 Ratings



Starting Price:
$29 per month



View Software
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Titan


Titan







Bend, don’t break with Titan’s flexible business solutions and forms for Salesforce. Our scalable Salesforce Forms and software is rapidly developing a reputation as the gold-standard in Salesforce integration, and it’s easy to see why.
Slash time to market, nuke code, and tackle any use case on a single platform. Our best-of-breed forms in Salesforce and applications cater to any industry and it’s our mission to provide custom solutions for difficult problems.
Build web portals, sign documents, generate docs, send surveys, automate contracts, fill out forms in Salesforce, and so much more in just a few simple clicks. No code required and AI assisted! This is all 100% Salesforce integrated, empowering you to send data to the #1 CRM and pull it back in real-time. No other product on the market does it better or faster.
Our customers and partners are the heartbeat of Titan. If you need a feature, simply request it via our Titan X Lab and we will consider it for our roadmap!


































354 Ratings



Starting Price:
$12 per month



View Software







	
12











PDF Studio


Apryse







   







PDF Studio is a powerful and affordable PDF editor that effortlessly caters to both simple and complex PDF tasks. From adding text, various annotations, watermarks, and digital signatures to filling out forms and converting MS Office to PDF, it covers all your needs.
The PDF editor is perfect for companies and organizations looking to seamlessly automate their PDF editing and eliminate repetitive daily tasks with batch processing of multiple documents. Empower your team with perpetual PDF software at a fraction of the cost compared to competing subscription-based solutions like Adobe® Acrobat®.
NEW: Qoppa PDF Studio 2023 released!
The latest version, PDF Studio 2023, offers impressive enhancements, including support for Dropbox Team Spaces, improved enterprise deployments, expanded multi-document functions, a new highlighter marker tool, and optimization options for smaller document sizes.
Available on Linux, Windows, macOS, and other major platforms.


































44 Ratings



Starting Price:
$99.00



View Software
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pdfRest


Datalogics Inc.







   







pdfRest API Toolkit was made by developers, for developers. Rapidly integrate PDF workflows with any business application, simply and seamlessly. Get started for free in seconds. pdfRest API Toolkit includes all of the PDF processing tools you'll need, to make your job easy. PDF to Word, PDF to Excel, PDF to PowerPoint, Add to PDF, Query PDF, Extract Text, Convert to PDF, PDF to Images, Convert to PDF/A, Convert to PDF/X, Compress PDF, Linearize PDF, Flatten Forms, Flatten Transparencies, Flatten Annotations, Flatten Layers, Merge PDFs, Split PDF, Encrypt PDF, Decrypt PDF, Restrict PDF, Watermark PDF, Import Form Data, Export Form Data, Upload Files, Zip Files. Get up and running fast with the pdfRest Postman Collection or start from functional sample code in .NET, JavaScript, Python, PHP, and cURL from the pdfRest GitHub repository. Gold-standard processing powered by Adobe® PDF Library™ ensures the highest quality results. Free to get started with no commitment.


































35 Ratings



Starting Price:
$0 per month



View Software
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PrizmDoc


Accusoft







Through a collection of UI components and content manipulation APIs, PrizmDoc provides customizable document processing to help developers deliver in-browser document creation, editing, and collaboration functionality, to enhance their software applications. Our functionality integrates on the client and server side smoothly, creating a seamless experience for both you and your users. Render and display dozens of file types, from Adobe PDFs and Microsoft Office files to CAD and DICOM formats, in a browser without the need to download or open native applications. Designed for seamless integration with your application, our zero footprint HTML5 viewer is fully customizable, from quick integrations with minimal configuration to complete programmatic control using our extensive JavaScript API.


































9 Ratings



View Software
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hyper Digital Asset Management Server


hyperCMS Content Management Solutions







The hyper Content & Digital Asset Management Server helps organizations to have full control over all their digital assets, to automate processes and cut costs.
Access all your rich rich content directly by conveniently integrating it into the creative workflow of internal/external teams and programs like Adobe CS, MS Office, and OpenOffice. Ensure process control with collaborative approval. Share the content directly on Social Media Networks.
Create customized Brand Portals to promote and meassure the success of various rich content.






























2 Ratings



Starting Price:
$21.00/mo (SaaS) $0 On-Premise



View Software
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DocMadeEasy


iDeskCentric







From NDAs to loans, from sales contracts to offer letters,
Our eSignature tool DocMadeEasy helps companies of all sizes streamline and digitally sign their most critical documents.
Unlimited electronic signatures are included in every subscription, plus powerful document features such as hosted sign, bulk sign and templates.
Our tool is also a powerful PDF editor. You can use it to annotate pages, insert images, create or manage fields, whiteout texts, merge PDFs, and more.
You can also use our service to securely share files with real-time control and insights.
End-to-end encryption with AES256. Track and analyze how recipients engage with each page of






























1 Rating



Starting Price:
$0



View Software
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doPDF


Softland







PDF stands for Portable Document Format and it was created by Adobe to ease document exchange. doPDF is a free PDF printer that does what the name suggests, creates PDF files. Once installed it will allow you to convert any type of printable documents to PDF files. doPDF installs itself as a virtual PDF printer driver so after a successful installation will appear in your Printers and Faxes list and also in the list of All Programs. Using doPDF you can convert to PDF in two ways: Print to PDF via the virtual printer driver doPDF. You would do this exactly as you print to a regular printer, just the result will be a PDF file, not a printed piece of paper. Using the doPDF Startup window. doPDF has an executable file (accessible from the start program group) that you can run in order to start a conversion wizard.






























1 Rating



Starting Price:
Free



View Software
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jPDFPreflight


Qoppa Software







jPDFPreflight is a Java library to verify PDF compliance with different standards, including PDF/UA, PDF/A and PDF/X and to convert documents to these standards.
jPDFPreflight can check compliance with the following profiles:
-PDF/UA Verification
-PDF/A-1b Verification
-PDF/A-2b Verification
-PDF/A-2u Verification
-PDF/A-3b Verification
-PDF/X-1a:2001 Verification
-PDF/X-1a:2003 Verification
-PDF/X-3:2002 Verification
-PDF/X-3:2003 Verification (including ZUGFeRD)
jPDFPreflight can convert existing PDF documents to make them compliant with the following profiles:
-Convert from PDF to PDF/A-1b
-Convert from PDF to PDF/A-2b
-Convert from PDF to PDF/A-3b
Features:
-Verify compliance of PDF documents with several standards
-Convert documents to make them PDF/A compliant
-Produced detail report of all non-compliant items
-Add annotations to documents to highlight non-compliant items
-Works on Windows, Linux, Unix and Mac OS X (100% Java)








View Software
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jPDFImages


Qoppa Software







jPDFImages is a Java library to export images from PDF files and to import images into PDF files. jPDFImages can create images from pages in a PDF document and export them as JPEG, TIFF, or PNG images. Additionally, it can return the image of any page in the document to the host Java application as a BufferedImage for further processing or to save in different formats.
jPDFImages can also create documents or add pages to existing documents by importing TIFF, JPEG and PNG images. After creating or modifying a document, the library can save to the local file system or to an output stream to be able to serve the document directly to a client browser when working within a J2EE server.
Features:
-Export PDF document pages as JPEG, TIFF or PNG images.
-Import images into new or existing PDFs as new pages.
-Support for PDF 2.0 (latest PDF format).
-Save to the file system or to Java output streams.
-Works on Windows, Linux, Unix and Mac OS X (100% Java).








View Software
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jPDFPrint


Qoppa Software







Print Acrobat PDF documents directly from your Java application or web application, with or without user intervention. jPDFPrint is a Java library that can load and print PDF documents. Simply call the library to send documents to the printer.
jPDFPrint is built on top of Qoppa’s proprietary PDF technology so you do not have to install any third party software or drivers. Since it is written in Java, it allows your application to remain platform independent and run on Windows, Linux, Unix (Solaris, HP UX, IBM AIX), Mac OS X and any other platform that supports the Java runtime environment.
Features:
-Print any PDF documents
-Print with or without user intervention (silent print)
-Print documents from files, URLs or Java input streams
-Support for latest PDF format
-Flexible printing options
-Runs on Java 6 and above
-Works on Windows, Linux, Unix, Mac OS X (100% Java)
-No third party software or drivers necessary








View Software
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DocShifter


DocShifter







Enterprises work with a lot of digital documents, in multiple file formats. And these documents need to be converted for sharing & collaboration, standardization or archiving. Or simply because today’s systems have difficulties working with older formats.
Converting between formats happens manually, which is inefficient, slow, inconsistent and expensive. Different tools are used to convert documents throughout the organisation.
On top of that, in sectors like life sciences and finance, specific regulatory document requirements must be met.
DocShifter, an automated file format conversion platform, solves these challenges.
The software automatically recognizes documents and emails and converts them to the output format of your choice. In PDF or any other standardized format. Lightning fast. To the specifications required by your organisation or the regulators in your industry. Once converted, these documents can be further shared internally & externally, archived as PDF/A.








View Software
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CocoDoc


CocoDoc







CocoDoc is a cutting-edge online PDF editor. Our interactive interface makes it easier for users to utilize the different tools and features available, therefore increasing efficiency and chopping off time. With our secure gateways, users can enjoy the peace of mind that their documents are safe and private.


































118 Ratings



Starting Price:
$9/month



View Software
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Foxit PDF Editor


Foxit Software







Edit your PDFs with powerful yet easy workflows across desktop, mobile, and web - whether you’re at the office, home or on the go. Foxit PDF Editor provides a cost-effective solution for business professionals to work securely with PDF documents and forms. It provides a full featured platform to view, create, edit, collaborate, share, secure, organize, export, OCR, and eSign PDF documents. With its enterprise functionality, integration, and mass deployment capabilities, combined with its affordability, it makes a great alternative to evaluate when yearly subscriptions of existing PDF solutions expire. Foxit PDF Editor comes in two editions-PDF Editor and PDF Editor Pro. Foxit PDF Editor is perfect for individuals and groups of knowledge workers who need to create, review, edit, manage, share, and secure PDF documents. PDF Editor Pro builds upon PDF Editor by providing knowledge workers with additional editing, collaboration, and security capabilities required in larger organizations.


































175 Ratings



Starting Price:
$14.99 US per month



View Software
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Adobe Acrobat DC


Adobe







Adobe Acrobat keeps you connected to your team with simple workflows across desktop, mobile, and web — no matter where you’re working. Your needs are always evolving. And the way you work evolves with it. That’s why we’re continually improving and adding features to Adobe Acrobat. And when you buy Adobe Acrobat DC, you’ll always get the newest features the moment they’re released. More than five million organizations around the world rely on Acrobat DC to create and edit the smartest PDFs, convert PDFs to Microsoft Office formats, and so much more. When you’re on the move and you need to collaborate with colleagues in multiple locations, trust the power of Acrobat DC to make it happen. No matter where you are or what device you're on, keep the collaboration going. With Acrobat DC you can easily share PDFs to be viewed, reviewed, and signed, and even track their progress — from any device and any location.


































81 Ratings



Starting Price:
$12.99 per month



View Software
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2PDF


2PDF







2pdf.com is an online platform for working with PDF files. We have combined all the most popular tools for working with PDF files on one platform. You can use most of them for free. On one platform, we have collected all the tools you need: conversions, merging, splitting, compressing and much more. Today it has 14 language versions and thousands of users from all over the world use it every day. Drag your PDF file onto the page and select the actions you want to perform with it. You can convert your PDF file to other formats, reduce the size of the PDF, merge several PDF files into one, or split into several separate files. All services are free and work online, you do not need to install anything on your computer. Your downloaded files will be deleted immediately after conversion, and converted files will be deleted after 24 hours. All files are protected from access by third parties, no one except you can access them.






























6 Ratings



Starting Price:
Free



View Software
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PDF Software Guide

PDF stands for Portable Document Format, which you’ll usually see denoted with a .pdf file extension. Essentially, PDF is a file format type that has become one of the most important and widely used file formats for documents. You convert documents into PDFs — portable document formats — to make them easier to share across platforms. They can be printed and notated or not edited at all. It’s an exceptional way to protect the integrity of your files.

PDF software essentially converts documents into images. The output can optionally create an editable document. These are not necessarily document creation software like Word, though they can share the same attributes. PDFs have the capacity for password creation and the designation of fields. Typical document creation software is collaborative, letting multiple users edit any portion of the document.

PDF editors are the answer for individuals who work with contracts and other legal documents. This includes lawyers, contractors, realtors, salespeople and others. The software can alter documents/templates for individual clients. The PDF software often integrates with scanning software.

What You Need to Know About PDF Editor Software

PDFs are print documents which can be created in any software, which are then converted into electronic images. There can be editability, but that’s up to the user’s discretion.

PDF editors converts .doc, .xls, .psd and other formats into .pdf. PDF software is not file readers. It's software that allows viewing of any type of file, including PDFs. But if you hope to change the content in a PDF file, you need a PDF solution.

PDFs promise a range of protective features. There’s the aforementioned password protection. There’s the ability to add a watermark to protect the ownership of your documents.

PDFs are significantly compressed. So a large file will be reduced to a smaller file that can be transmitted easily. They are a simple solution used around the world AND works across any operating system.

PDF editors can include redaction components. This lets you remove sensitive information you prefer to not share. It’s a complex though easy-to-apply tool. Redaction lets your PDF recipients know an area has been removed. You want this for the purpose of transparency.

When you use redaction, it will be obvious in the PDF. They typically take the form of a colored box blocking out text. Once implemented, it cannot be undone. Not by any recipient of the document, even ones allowed to make edits. Redaction is not only a secure way to protect sensitive and confidential information, it’s a great way to ensure no one tampers with it.

Why Use PDF Software?

PDF editor software is used by anyone who wants to distribute their documents to others while maintaining the overall integrity of the original documentation. You may want to give readable or editing access to your contracts, proposals, leases or other documentation. PDF files are ideal for printing and viewing. They are no more than a text image of your document.

There is a diverse range of security features in PDF editors. Safe distribution of information is important to industry professionals and this solution more than meets the need. Users will be able to manage the distribution of proprietary and sensitive information with PDF editing software. You get features that remove, hide and prevent exposure to sensitive information. Your readers will only see what you want them to. There are password protection, redaction and user restriction settings. All have their role in PDF document security.

If your business is utilizing a large number of physical documents, you would benefit from these editors. As we grow as a digital ecosystem, you probably need to distribute physical documents. Converting an original document into a digital version — containing text, links and images — means a smaller file with greater security applied. Sharers will be able to note and even edit. But you will still have complete control of the content.

Advantages of PDF Software

	Portability: PDFs can be accessed on any device, as long as the viewing software is installed. Additionally, they don’t require special fonts and appear exactly the same each time you open them.
	Security: PDF files offer advanced security features such as password protection and digital signatures making them well-suited for sensitive documents that need to be kept secure.
	Smaller File Size: PDFs have smaller file sizes compared to other formats like Word or PowerPoint, which makes it easier to store and share with others via email or cloud storage.
	Compression: PDF software can compress images, fonts, forms and other elements of a document into a single file size that is much smaller than other file types. This also helps to reduce download times when sharing large documents.
	Printability: PDFs are designed for printing purposes, providing consistent formatting across all systems regardless of hardware or media used for output. Additionally, they offer the ability to print multiple pages per sheet while preserving text clarity and image quality.
	Interactivity: Many PDF programs are equipped with interactive features such as hyperlinks, sound clips, animations, page transitions and video integration that users can take advantage of when creating dynamic documents.
	Markup and Editing: PDFs can be easily edited and marked up with features such as comment boxes, highlighting, text annotations, sticky notes and more. This allows users to collaborate on documents without having to worry about compatibility issues.
	Integration: PDFs can be easily integrated into other document formats, allowing users to repurpose content from existing documents or create a single file containing multiple sources.
	Accessibility: PDF files follow a universal standard, which makes them accessible to users on any system or platform. Additionally, they support alternative text, which allows them to be read by screen readers for the visually impaired.


Who Uses PDF Software?

Anyone who shares documentation can use a common file format like a PDF. But there are some professionals who may benefit more than others.

	Business Professionals: These users often need to create and edit PDF documents for business use, such as contracts and forms.
	Educators: Many educators rely on PDF software for creating teaching materials, such as worksheets, quizzes, and lecture materials.
	Writers & Content Creators: These users need to create and distribute documents in PDF format for clients or employers.
	Graphic Designers: Graphic designers are often required to produce visual content in the form of brochures, flyers, or other printable content that needs to be saved in PDF format.
	Students: Students utilize PDF software to save, store, edit and submit their coursework electronically.
	Lawyers & Legal Professionals: Lawyers often work with large amounts of legal documentation which must be shared with other attorneys or clients in a secure manner using PDFs.
	Medical Professionals: Medical professionals may need to generate patient records, reports or medical forms securely in the form of a PDF document that can be easily distributed.
	Researchers & Scientists: Researchers may use PDF software to convert complex research papers into an easier to read format as well as sharing it securely with others through the web or email.
	Government Officials: Government officials often need to produce documentation and reports that must be shared securely with others in the form of a PDF.
	Archivists & Librarians: PDF software is often used by archivists and librarians to preserve historical documents or records that need to be stored securely.
	Accountants: Accountants may need to generate tax forms and other financial documents in PDF format that can be securely shared with colleagues or clients.
	Journalists: Journalists use PDF software to convert articles into easily distributable documents that can also be viewed on different devices.
	Web Designers: Web designers may use PDF software to create brochures, product information or other documents that can be easily downloaded from a website.
	Real Estate Agents: Real estate agents often need to generate housing agreements and contracts in PDF format which must be shared securely with clients or landlords.
	Software Developers: Software developers may use PDF software to generate technical documents such as user manuals, installation guides, and other software-related documents.


PDF Software Features

Here are common features of PDF software:

	PDF Creation: The ability to create PDFs from existing documents, images, and other digital content. This is especially useful for businesses who want to make their files more secure or easily shareable with colleagues and clients.
	PDF Editing: The ability to change the content of an existing PDF file. This feature is great for writers who need to update a document quickly or businesses that are distributing forms that require customized information.
	PDF Conversion: The ability to convert files like Word documents, images and other file formats into a PDF format. This allows users to keep their original files intact while still being able to transfer them in a secure format.
	Electronic Signature: An invaluable feature, the electronic signatures feature allows clients and users to grant permission after viewing and agreeing to a digitized document. This is a sensible and practical tool for any business that regularly manages contracts, electronic proposals or other types of client documents.
	OCR: Optical character recognition (OCR) is a major feature. It is the PDF editor software’s ability to create a PDF from a document that can still be edited. You use OCR software to digitize the document. The process converts the text into an image of the text. But once the process is done, the production allows you to manipulate the text, fitting it to your needs. If you so choose, make that text editable for selected viewers.
	Password Protection: Password protection is a strong safeguard. It prevents the document from being edited by unwanted parties. There’s no better way to secure files with sensitive information and confidential files. If a recipient downloads your PDF and opens the document with their own PDF editing tool, a password stops the user from making edits unless you’ve given them permission.
	Crop: The PDF software crop feature allows you to adjust the size of specific portions of the PDF. The size and shape of the crop are easily changed based on the needs of the user.
	PDF Merge: With the PDF merge feature, you’re able to combine multiple PDF pages into one page. On some platforms, you can combine various documents into one. You’ll also be able to open PDFs from multiple sources and combine them on the platform into one PDF. Users will also have the faulty to split merged pages.
	PDF Split: With the PDF split feature, you’re able to split one PDF into multiple PDFs.
	Watermarks: Watermarks are used to brand ownership of the material. This is a translucent image that floats behind the text on every page of the PDF. The watermark is one of the strongest security features a PDF editor offers. The watermark cannot be edited or be removed easily and protects your rights to the material after its distribution.
	Text Boxes: One feature is the ability to manipulate text that’s been made editable. You can adjust color, size, alignment and other common properties.
	Delete: The delete function lets you easily remove any page or any number of pages from the PDF document.
	Page Rearrangement: The page rearrangement tool moves pages around. Choose specifically the order of document pages as you wish. You’ll be allowed to rotate a page or select several and rotate multiple pages at the same time.
	Redaction: Redactions are another powerful security feature in the PDF editor. You can remove areas of text using the redaction tool. Remove sensitive and classified information within the document as needed using the redaction tool. In general, once a redaction has been applied to a PDF, it cannot be undone.
	PDF Annotation: You can annotate any page in PDF documents. These are notes that can be added to a PDF. Annotations are used generally to insert a thought about a specific area of the PDF. These notes can also direct a client to a specific area of the PDF, such as a signature box or text that requires their special attention.


PDF Software Trends

	Increased Security: One of the biggest trends related to PDF software is a heightened focus on security. PDFs can be easily secured with passwords, digital signatures, and encryption, making them more difficult to access without proper authorization.
	Streamlined Collaboration: Another trend associated with PDF software is an increased emphasis on streamlined collaboration. Nowadays, users can easily share, edit, and annotate documents from anywhere in the world — all without having to worry about compatibility issues.
	Improved Accessibility: Accessibility has become an increasingly important factor for PDF software providers in recent years. Companies are pushing for greater accessibility features so that everyone can take advantage of their services regardless of physical or cognitive abilities.
	Enhanced Mobility: Thanks to advancements in cloud-based technology, users now have access to PDF files from any device using a single sign-on capability — enabling them to access their documents anytime, anywhere on the go.
	Automation Tools: Last but not least are automation tools, which allow users to automate certain tasks related to PDF editing and conversion such as creating multiple versions of a document or converting it into a different format quickly and efficiently. This can significantly improve the efficiency of workflows and make it easier for users to handle large amounts of documents in a short amount of time.


How Much Does PDF Software Cost?

The cost of PDF software can vary significantly depending on the size and complexity of the package. Generally, small businesses and individuals may be able to find a basic PDF software solution for as little as $50-$150, while more complex packages can range from $500-$1000 or higher. Some high-end solutions may even exceed several thousand dollars. Additionally, many companies offer subscription plans for PDF software that allow users to pay an annual or monthly fee for access to the program instead of paying a one-time cost.

The best way to determine the correct price point is to consider what features you need most to meet your requirements. Generally speaking, more complex packages with additional features will carry higher prices than basic packages with fewer features. It's also important to factor in any required technical support costs if they are not included in the price tag on the software itself. Finally, some vendors may offer volume discounts or other types of promotions which can reduce your overall spending on a particular product.

What Integrates With PDF Software?

Software that can integrate with PDF software includes document processing software, desktop publishing software, text editing software, spreadsheet software, and email clients. Document processing software can be used to create or edit documents in the PDF format, while desktop publishing and text editing programs allow for collaboration across multiple file formats. Spreadsheet programs such as Excel offer the ability to export data into PDFs for further review or printing. Lastly, email clients such as Outlook allow users to save emails as PDF files for archiving purposes. Additionally, there are many third-party applications that provide specialized integration with PDF software, such as viewing and editing tools, form builders, security programs, and so forth.

Related PDF Software and Services

Document Generation Software

The focus of document generation software is the creation of text-based documents rather than PDF digitizing. However, businesses often rely on document creation software so that their text-based documents can be protected, as converting said document into a PDF best protects everyone's interests.

OCR Software

You can find a PDF editor that comes with an OCR feature. Users can choose a PDF editing tool that focuses more on OCR capabilities. This option is best for text-heavy PDFs.

Document Scanning Software

PDF software and document scanning software are commonly used in conjunction with each other. This is especially true for businesses known to scan a high volume of physical documents. Scanning software can upload files into PDFs, which you can then edit within your PDF editor.

How to Choose the Right PDF Software

First of all, you should determine what features are needed for your particular project. Different PDF software offers different features and capabilities depending on their purpose. Consider what type of functionality you need for tasks like document creation and editing, archiving and storage, signing or encryption services, etc.

Secondly, you should check the compatibility of the software with other platforms that the PDF documents might need to be used in. It’s important to make sure that the software is compatible with both Windows and Mac operating systems as well as other applications like Adobe Acrobat Reader or Microsoft Office 365.

Thirdly, if you’re working in a team environment or integrating a PDF solution into existing workflows then it’s also important to consider how easily the software will integrate into those processes. Look for solutions that offer collaboration tools like annotation comments and shared review services so that multiple users can access documents remotely through cloud based storage.

Finally, when selecting any kind of technology solution user experience is key! Make sure to look at reviews from current customers and check out interactive demos if available to ensure that you’re getting an intuitive product with easy-to-navigate menus before committing to purchase.
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